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Se ‘viect was never cctuslly observed, ms 2 4igh olbitnde enndensatisn 
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Poot “Gk, «6 wWHIiGR roint 13 esvares 4d into 2 donaisa Sraii wich again 3-2 
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% canner of Olserveation;: Aerial observation at 25,000 — W,HO fast 
from on P=3h type alrer«ft. Pilot wes crnising a8 25,900 faet altitude, tme 
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feet altitwie end 560 Wirt wie attained and nilot chased object for an estinated 
50 = oO siles befere weaving off chase, A full armament and Mel iocad was 
being carried, hewever, source stated he 2 closing vith the object ?airiy woil. 
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over “JTS 5520 at 35,009 te 45,000 fect altitude on a hesdine me west, 


5. Sighting was nade vy Captain Roderick D. Thomson, %600 Fichter franz 
Gp (ftr) Lee Air Foree Base, Giendnle Arizona, Cantain fhommseon, «<n inatmetor 
pilot, es leading a» flizht of three #5 tyne aircraft on a simmlnted combat 
strixe to liellia AFR, Lt. Jack & Brasher, api L&. hoens ¥. “Yia TII, student 
oilets, "278 serempanying sorree and 31)20 »>°serrvad mbject. centrail. jioverser, 
theee on tid net give chase to she sieited 19 fees, 
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On 3 March 1953 while leading a flight of three 7=44 aireraft on a simmlated 
combat strixe to Wellla AT3 convoy 75, I observed a hign altisnds condensation 


pattern of an aircraft or ooject of vnacliar and Pianta shane ani site. 

AS the time of observation wa were cruising at 25000 feet altitute at 500 PY 
trae airaneed and on a hasdinag of 3089? “awnetic sours, iy nOS1L1$10R v28 aonrTAxinately 
by W535 a the GAUtay grid, and the pattern first ao-eered a& 10 o'siock hizh «aad 
vag asticasad to be ar-roxinately over TITS 5520 ab’ 35 to #5000 feat, 

y first view wag at sbdonb 2 Sian View and {f astimated i¢ to Se 2901% 300 Paes 
fn diamater, how-v4sr, aie and distance vas diffienl$ to daternmine since there vera 
nO xnown dizeanaionas or referencas, I calied the ooject 65 ths attention of m filchs 
Ding ano on ina a091a to ianticr it, fhe main vaciilarity, ather Gran 31s, 3 tat 
one ONJect making tae Dattsrn renained invisisile, 26 tia rastern ran with a ancota 


ynigeilitks isading eigs von davailoped Sack into a | varfsct crascent shaca, very thia 
in deoth iad with an irraguiar trailing oaigs,. At this tine thare vere no Condenare 
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I jurned toward the i*s8%8 and hegan 2 climbing chase at Sill mover, 
made a s'icht dipping tures ‘owverd the northvest and beeen climbing a3 s20ns 29 
degrees of giimb, At this siwe [ eng at abouts right angles and She oattern anovared 
a8 a share wsed and very ‘hin odject vith oan irreaviar, rhisoy trailing eize and 
abont “09 = 500 feet long. Immediately thereafter a heary condensation Grail 5ezan 
to form behind it and extesied for perhavs 1 thonsand 249% or in Deex, at which moins 
4% senarzt-) and a doud!# trail extended for pernanvs anotaer ‘nousand f2a% and than 
ended abruntly. The contrssi atayed with the object and iid nos ersand Sack across 
the sky as 2xhanst contre:i:. generally do. 
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50 te 59 miles, I was carrring a fll armament and fei load, however, I ess closing 

fairly well. I estimated sis speed at about 400 MPH true, I fired about 30 feat 

4 gun camera slim = ce this time was over the river just nort) of Parker Dam, Tf 
ured it wonlk : . chase caten hin and that it was nravabdly 3009 
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Tha object was first observed at about 1325 pes s and I chased Aim for s2>50nt 
seven minutes before Dreaking off. I vas miadTa to 26% into coeeition For 3 cictimrs 
of the cien view, Mt did 2st some s-cellant nictures of Sha 11198 Tle, 
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| 


500th Slying ¢trne fine 
ux@ (’3S, Glendale, \riconas y 


ae 
'o otaer military or commercial air traffis <na in the vicinity ab 


) : 


c 4 “= 6 4 2 iznging, 


=" 
il 
# = “silt 
s . "7 * i. 4 
ntbell.izenee OTrieer 
de ny — i oo F, 
7 | 4 


DECLAS STD IR 5200.4 


~~ ——— - 


\F FORM 112—PART I) 


APPeOVED | JUNE {948 


' ageDaT NO. 


AJR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 


) 
3000th Flying Irng Wing 
Lukes APB, Glendale, Arizona 


1, FROM |. 


4 
¢ 
f 


i 


“Seat ints eeearnates 


Ni A See 


7 4 
oe pers p70” 
¢ * 
ae 
 & 
‘if 
s 
4 
es 
44 
eas 
ee 
ae 


3 7. = reo a rate! ‘a Ye - 


*, : ) 7 . gs. P ie i a Tt 
_ Py Fs 
™~ ‘ ‘= _ = i 
. She a ae a” 
Mw ; mae oe ed Maal. . oF 
- SS , 
— whe ~ Ps eT 
i FT he LP * -* 
ee —r 
a b. wt Fo 
i ee a ee = = «= Sf = = == a ce 7 - 


“+e iy 


f] - c 
ee calaeetae Ss al ate =e 


i’ 


a eT ris 
a sptoncy da 


AS 


+ = ee © . 
i a ek a WAS SNES 


sak 


i. if =. | 


is ie, ely 
A ae 


Sd Bd Ao 


ag 2 Pu 


‘ee G 


i] 


DRAWING OF ORIGINAL SKETCH 


Beal 
a » 


Ps 


Incl 2 ( Skatch 1 ) 


a ee et 


7 =, 


DHCEASSIFIER 


ee eee 


oe 


* eS =e a Se = 


AF FORM 112—-PART il 


\PPROVED I JUNE ‘943 


i INMLLASSIC inw 


_AIR INTELLIGENCE wd Al REPORT 


FROM | 3 | “e08T NO. 
] 


500th" "ylying Trng Wing 


tuke AFB, Glendale, Arizona | 


PAGE CF PAGES 


wee a oe eee 


<a DRAWING OF CRIGINAL SKETCH 
= — : 
sae HA St sett 
Soe fs Se ke > 
F Fac Ce ee ee 
Incl 2 (sketeh-2)) 
“ 7 i = 


= 4 . 
r, ~ ue 


- 2 Lal =—— te, _ 
a = fen . 3 += — 
ai = 
Voc 
i” 
x= eu 
2 


: 


“eo oo 
MNICLAS SIC oe 7 ra 
=o F Ps 
> Fs y | 
“ = + , * " i i i = 
a piur3s bd cke 
i! 4Ug & Mat a ae 
no! i ir — 
if 
rw 
= 27% tise i 
ru 
(YAZ>Di } | 
LAF 202 | 
7 iP a us 
WINS JEDYe 
VE JWPUK 37 
Mil DS2L3B9Z ZNJ 


Bid CG LUKE AIR FOR case ARIZONA ee es 


TO CHIEF AIR TECHMICAL INTELLIGENCE CENTER WRIGHT PATTERSON AFs OHIO 
| | | se MAPT, 32110. FLYOSRPT : ATTN: ATLAA=2C) MYMSG G3 
ZOsC : 2S QUEST SHIPPING isNSTRUCTIONS OF FILM TO YOUR AZADQUARTERS FOR 


sECHNICAL ANALYSIS, 
, ws oT AS ASSLRED AFTER 13 YEARS: 
Pre “a a : EC SL 


+ 


SNCLASSICER 


tnw5 Pile 


sha i. 


= 5 a oe 


JOINT MESSAGEFORM 


POLTING COMMUNICATIONS CENTER NO. 


Som ae 


m SPACE ABOVE FOR COV MU VICATIONS CENTER ONLY 


FAaOM: (Or: ginator) DATE- TIME GAOuP S.CUPRITY CLASHFICATION | 
1013002 MAR 53 | 
Od ATIC PRECEDENC SE | A | (F 2RMATION 


“RO UTD 


es | 


* | ; ‘ a . i. ui j - wea : 7 : 
WO: GG LUAe ; ATR PORES Dass 1 .50NA |] g00K MESSAGE | | _} Onis MEssace 
SA gadis oars lenvpropecesutian 0—CS~=S 
| j MULTIPLE ADDRESS | ait BS se 
i = eee = ee EEE 


REFERS TO | MESSAGE: 


= Se ee 7 —_— 


| IGEN TIFICATION 
‘ i | 
INE S21 
iNFQ: 


—— 


PROM; ALTODRATIAB a feo 


Reference your message 2/110, concerning unidentified aerial oodject signting by = 
type aircraft recording »»)}e0t on gun camera film, ATIC requests your base determine! 
if any noticeable object turns up on this film and if? sco, that the film be forwarded 
at the earliest possib)e diate to the Air Technical Intelligence Center, Wright 
Patterson AFB, Ohio, ATfK: ATIAE-5, 
In reply cite Project Rlue Book. 
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unidentified ebject ty *#h sireraft. In looking over film several question arise 
vefere determination of eixjmes's identity can be attespted. Please include all the 

fellewing questicns and ctiuy informatien en an AV form 112 ae required in AML, 200-5, 

hed ferward at the earliest powsible date: 1) Although the object om the film does 

19% appear te be e veper trail, is the pilot of the F-ah caxpletely convinced that it 
p mot 2 vapor trail? @) to the pilot, was the object ss dark as 1% appears on the 

Zita? 3) dow elese did the pilot estimate he sot to the object? 4) Cheek local air 

; fMie te determine if pewsible vepor trails could be cause of tha sizivting. 
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| lowing information is submitted ( supplement ing Yiyobrot 6 March 1353, Secrat): 
! lL. Pilot stated in original statement that it was a vapor sattern. Ee is vosi- 
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ubtern covered She entire wrface of the sabfect. The three silotsa 
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Film is negative. P film were raversed to cositive print, it would show as 
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MPH true air speed, 
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| ... SECURITY SIFICATION (fang) | 
| DISPOSITION FORM 
SuasECT 
(Uncl) Transmission of Film 
10 KK. ee “ET AF toawar ver 


ttn: Mr, E£.V.Argabdright rhor eyo /PA30 
| i» Pursuant to the telephone conversation your office had with Lt 2. M. Olsson 
| of the Air Technical Intelligence Center on 16 May 1953, it is requested that you 
examine the inclosed negative of gun camera film in order to determine the possibility 
| of tne unicentified aerial object being any type of kmow aircrart. 
| 


2e ‘the film was analyzed by the Phot to Reconnaissance Laboratory, WADC, as showe 
ine the vapor trail of an unknown odject. They recommended that your office be 
| consulted for further analysis. The odject making the vaoor trail was invisible 
during the entire period of observation. 


de We are also inclosing all the information received on the sighting so that 
you will be familiar with all the facts surrounding the incident. 


/ ae ae P 
2 Incls Vee baeel Kf vAdvat 
1. Gun Camera Film ‘ SARBARA P. HANAWALT 
2e File dtd 3 Mar 53 | ist. Lt., USAE, Asst. Adi. 
Air Technical Intelligence Center 
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MaéO “CR LUKE AFB SIGHTING 


Froject Blue S00x personnel discussed the possibility of the 
vapor trail observed at Luke AFB being formed by a guided missile 
with the Guided Missiles Section of ATIC on 2 June 1953. The 
topic ef discussion centered around the following questions: 

1) Is there a possibility of a missile odeing in the vicinity 
of Lace AFG? 2) Will a missile make this type of contrail at 
an altitude of %35,000!'? 

The analysts of the Missiles Section stated that the 
chances are slim for a missile being in the vicinity of Luke AFB, 
Sverytime a miss) + iets out of hand, it is shot down by planes 
to prevent its g+«+ sg outside the testing grounds. 

It was agreed that a missile doses not make this type of 
trail at the abere sentioned altitude. The analysts expressed their 
belief of the con*r: il being caused by two aircraft at a high 
altitudes 
CONCLUSION: Object making the contrail was not a guided missile. 


MPG/ fos 
2 June 1953 
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[a 3 Mar 53 unddentifiad »eour trails wee wichted over luke ./3 o7 an Pell pilote 
Thies sishting was tracanitte! to the Air Teeimical intelitconce “onter a9 an aide 
(iMied aerial object veport.e 4n oxtmsive analysis bas Dcon dome om Lhe fun comers 
film taken of the vapor well. along with stodies of woather concitions at the tine 
of gightinge lLecal aiy bane wore contacted In reference +o licecal air traffic. oO 
informutdon hag bean uncovers as yet to indicate aircraft in the area. For this 

‘f any aircvalt wore in the area on a westerly course and above 20,005' at approri« 
nately 1325 MST on 3 Mar 53. DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVars. 
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AIR FORCE RELEASES NEW INFORMATION SHEETs Im thetre latest "Fact 
Sheet,” tne Air Forca admits that 663 aut of the 3,905 cases thay Save invase 
tigated sinca 174? still remain unexplained. in genaral, the Airc Force alti- 
tude ia that whereas there mioht be intelligent creatures visiting us Fran 
outer space, there is mo proof of this; and furthermore, the Ur9Os, whatever 
they are, do nut represent a threat to sur national security. 

Theres {4 one false claim in this Fact Sneet, however. It is stated 
that “the Air Fere# ‘as on films, photegraphs, macs, charts, of graans of une 
identified flyina © ects. Photsoraons that have seen suomitted for evaluation 
in conjunction i'r #9 reports have been determined to be misinterorataticn 
of natural of Comwetionel objects. These objects have a positive identifica- 
tion." This alienation contradicts the fact that Films taken by the Air 
Force's own pilots have been classed as “unknowns.” A case in point is tha 
fila taken on Maren ied, 1955, near it Air Force Jase, Arizona, as described 
in detail in Project dlue Book Report No. 7, of which we have tha exact taxt. 
Also, several wtiom picture films have been submitted by the ovblic over tha 
years, and after «~s ysis by the Air Force, they have been judged to be gene 
uine movies of carwine “unknowns.” Two of these film striss ware included a 
few years ago in the cocumentary motion pictures called "UFO." See Jares Mel- 
lodew’s letter in tne middla of Page 5 for more information on this subdjact. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


Luke AFB, Arizona 3 March 1953 


In this instance, *he cbject was never observed, but a high altitude con- 
densation pattern Yas Praeli When first sighted, the contrail was approxi- 
mately 300-500 feet in diameter. The pattern. began. with a smooth knife-like 
leading edge, very thin in depth and with an irregular trailing edge. As the 
source gave chase, the contrall made a slight dip to the NW and began climbing 
at 20 degrees. During this maneuver, source and object were at rignt angles 
and he observed the pattern to appear as a sharp nosed, very thin object about 
300-500 feet long with an trrepgular, whispy trailing edge. Immediately, a 
heavy condengation trail began to form and extended for approximately i000 ft. 
cack, at which point tt separated into a double trail which again was approxi- 
mately 1000 ft. long, ending abruptly. At this time, the object was traveling 
atoan estimated 400 npn true air speed. The most unusual feature was that the 
contrall stayed with the unaighted object, and did not extend across the sky 
as in the case of conventtonal alrcraft contralls. 


If, DiSCUSSTON ao 


The contrail was observed by the pilots of three ¥-64 type aircraft with 
only one giving chavs: ‘hia pilot chased the contrail for 50-60 miles before 
SOreaking off. A fu! ament and fuel load was being carried, however, source 
stated he was closin.- “nh the object fairly well. Ouring the chase, this 
pilot took approxima.«e.y» ju feet of gun camera fllm, This film was recelved 
in very good condition, snd has been analyzed by the photographic laboratory 
at WADC. Their conclus#ions are; 


~  @. The white s «*«* photographed is probably a vapor trail froma rapidly 
moving object of unkn«—» velocity. The object itself is invisible in the 
photographs. 


b. The exhaust vapor trall, apparently from a twin propulsion unit, is 
mors pronounced at the end of the film than at the start, as though the object 
were accelerating in s#sponse to pursuit. The configurations in the trail 
appear to be due to rvineuvers performed by the object. 


c. An additional vapor trail, thought to be due to lirting surfaces, is 
also in avidence, but 1+ dissipates rapidly. This additional yapor trail appears 
to be centered ebout the exhaust trail. 


aA. Within the period of time represented by the flim, the vhotocravhic 
ime may have redneed “he distance be*veen the ooject and Sagan Jowever , 
the Tlight paths are not parallel by a considerable angle, uo toat the objects 
distance and velocity with respect to the plane cannot be determined With use- 
ful precision. | 


Since there wag novaing esined by photo-analysia that would actually aid in 
identifying tne objec ‘involved, this report is being sent to the Alircrart 
Laboratory of WADC for further analysia. Until the report is returned from 
WADC, this incident witli oe carried by Project Blue Sook a3 unknown, 
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